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I 
INTRODUCTION 


Ever since the Bible has taken its place as the text- 
book of Christianity, the problem of how to best implant its 
basic teachings into the minds and hearts of the indivicual 
Christians has been constantly and urgently upon the church. 
The many solutions of the problem that have been offered 
through the centuries have been as varied as the types of 
mind which have attacked it. To investigate these methods 
of solution would require a study worthy of a volume. The 
purpose of this study is to take up a limited division of 
the problem- one of the most urgent and baffling of them 
all- and make somewhat of a contribution to its solution. 
Thus, the problem as it relates itself to the whole Bible 
will be confined in this study to the New Testament; and the: 
problem as it relates ‘seit to Christians of all ages and 
developments will be confined in this study to the ages of 
eer Aina twit twelve to fourteen years, the period commonly 
referred to as Early PTE eae 

I have chosen the New Testament for treatment in this 
study because of its relatively more intimate concern with 
the ethics and ideals of Christianity. The Old Testament 
is of extreme valvie in teaching youth at this period of de- 
velopment, but the New Testament is by far the more basic in 


its relation to Christianity and therefore to the individual 
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Christian. It is, indeed, the very fountain-head of our 
religion. I chose this particular age for treatment because 

I feel it is one of the least understood of all ages from the 
cradle to the grave. Moreover, because it is so little under- 
stood, it is often unappreciated or even mistreated. LG.a8 

at the very threshold of that critical period of youth, Adol- 
escence, when to repress or pervert this new-born life within 
is to invite disaster to the soul; to nurture it with the 
wisdom and tenderness born of a irae appreciation of its nature 
and importance is to lead the soul out into the sunshine of its 


birthright of happy self-realization. 


The relation of this study to present-day world events 
is more intimate than one would suppose at first thought. 
That there is a great moral crisis on today no one will doubt- 
a moral crisis which strikes deep at the very roots of our civ- 
Au4a zation: itseit. This crisis has entered international pol- 
itics and today witnesses a civilization whose anchor has been 
torn from the solid mooring of religious principle, ready to 
dash itself to pieces on the rocks of capricious selfishness. 
The world is beginning at last’ to rouse herself from her sloth- 
ful slumber to the realization of her plight, and is beginning- 
though very slowly- to seek to save herself. It is a tremen- 
dous task, calling for all the wit, tact, and perseverance 
which this Breda oft "mental" civilization has produced. It 


must needs be a long and delicately managed process. But the 
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important thing from our point of view in this study is that 
educators are coming more and more to recognize that an ade- 
quate scientific religious educational program based upon the 
underlying principles of the New Testament will do as much or 
more than any other agency for a successful outcome of this 
crisis. The value of such a program consistently carried on 
with a group of individuals from early adolescence to maturity 


could scarcely be overestimated. 


At first thought one is apt to feel rather surprised and 
almost indignant that this much needed method of religious ous 
ucation has not been evolved naturally by the church, and one 
is tempted to ask why such an acute voroblem should arise with- 
in our church. It certainly would seem that a practical ex- 
| perience of two thousand years of missionary and educational 
activity would have fruited in an educational system of relat- 
ively high effeciency. The failure of the church in this 
vital aspect of her program has been almost tragic. There are 
two principal reasons why the youth of the church has never 
been sufficiently or effeciently instructed in the New Testa- 
ment: (1) a lack of knowledge of the needs and abilities of 
youth, and (2) a failure to take into account the peculiar- 


oe 


ities of the New Testament. 


(1) Until comparatively recent times, the pre- 
vailing theory concerning the needs and abilities of 
youth has been particularly colored by the adult con- 
ceptions of what they should be, instead of having been 
based upon any attempt at a scientific study of the 
child-mind itself. The child has been looked upon as 


tmid-oi yhuts eldt af wely to asteg «ave most anidd 


“904 ‘fs ¢ait eatnaoses ot atom Das stom sulseo ets BAe Re 


i G5 oqge Seead matzors [enottiasube evuolnileg obttéenetoa ages 


| 


“= afe fioum as ob [itw inéemsfaeeT wai orit Vc celotontad¢ galy late! 


Sint LO omootiic Se yebnaons. ® tol yorens teAgs ae. pads : 


£- a 
phe “bsiriso yLseeeeraaos Minotg a fous to enlisv edt ‘ane 


a sri oF Séinienalobs (ites mori efsaubivibal Io quoty a ade 


-betantisstevo ed yleorsce Bigme 


: beaten ‘senpcet [eet os gus al pies tinwedd text? fh. 
© Sx0lgt lex 1d. Sedtem beadbesn doun aids taald driasind bit sams 
20 baa ~wsiwds edd yo ¥liaiutex bevlove need gon aad noltag 
mm eeircs Sisone msigoag etups oe oua vdwodaes of becausd. al 
& fegisoai6 A tant mseq Sivow (ialatre> JdI = ~sdoruio {80 
foktetebs Dar vianeisats to Bis9% Sneavodd ows to eons tees 
“telex to-wosaye fancitsoubs tant pestuxt evedi Siluow yividoe 
cy. “a Aowis oft. oO etuiin®? ont -yodsisetie dats 

S2RRIO Fecwia need. Bed TAEBOrL <e0 to dooqes us 


per oars eos 36 AS UOY. ads ye noha aac 


ot 


“=piaet wet oid nt Hotouttent yiinstostts to yLdnetoLriya « 
te msthilids Barn eisen eft to oadalaons to Most 6 oe 13 


re) 


> “nitefiuoed sid savoves odnt exat of otufist a (8) Bite . bene 


—— » 


ee . -tnocadeoT well oid ‘to aes 


: “s8g 6d3-_ femid- tnesst elavis; Aiaqmon Lita (1) | a 
to -esictl tds Sip. ebeer sid sotmteconos yioersd antifsy — 
aos J frba, an F “ya beroloo yitsivoitisg meed sad déwey ~ 
used antvad ic-Dsedant .ed Sivode yess canw to enoliqes | 
efit to. ybuds olbtens tow. 6 ¢e danstis yea mnogu hesad 

Be neck Bexoal need est Sitde suf. Teast Badu-Betso. 


“i oy 
a 
© 4 - 
a a 4 
' =) On 
. > 
» + So. Ree 
oi _ 
Ps at i — 


an adult-to-be, and the guidance he received has been 
based rather upon the needs he should have when an adult 
than upon the basis that he then had definite needs, de- 
sires and abilities. When someone did conceive the ad- 
vanced theory that a child had needs as a child, the at- 
tempt to supply these needs was usually beside the point 
‘on account of the inability of the adult to appreciate 
and capitalize the youthful viewpoint. And because of 
this lack of ability to recognize the youth's point of 
view, the whole attempt failed in its purpose. The out- 
come of the entire process was that the influence made 
upon the mind of the youth was rather negligible, so 
that the adult finally considered the youth incapable 
of learning anything worth while and merely adopted the 
policy of watchful waiting until he should show some apt- 
itude for adult ideas. This attitude has been surpris- 
ingly persistent, constituting an almost impassable bar- 
rier for the development of scientific pedagogy in our 
church schools. As late as 1904, we find the highly 
specialized editor of the standard helps for the study 
of the International Sunday School Lessons saying, in 
his Introduction to that year's volume’, "This book is 
for the teachers of all grades in the Sunday School, from 
the students’ adult classes to the smallest primary. Its 
purpose is to furnish the knowledge and the practical 
applications which must underlie good teaching, even of 
the youngest classes". In the text of the book, the 
author gives absolutely no consideration to the adapt- 
ation of the lessons to different ages, the assumption 
being that the helps needed by the teachers are the same 
for all ages. The problem of adapting the material to 


the age being taught is here left to the intuition of the 
teacher. 


What an advance we have made in our study of the 
child-mind even since 1904; and yet how far we have yet 
to go before we have a pedagogy which is really adequate. 
But since the principles of scientific investigation have 
been applied to our problem, which have evolved for us 
our modern psychological child-study, the church is at 
last recognizing the fallacy of her old position and is 
attacking her old problem with a greater degree of suc- 


cess than she has experienced in the history of Christ- 
ianity. 


(2) The other basic reason why the church has fail- 
ed to solve the child problem in her educational orogram 


Peloubet's Select Notes on the International Lessons(1904) pele Sede 
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based on the New Testament is that her delegated in- 
structors, blinded by the majestic fact that they weve 
dealing with the Word of Gad, have failed to see and 
account for the peculiarities of the text ivselr.- Ge 
Stanley Hall has saial, "The people of modern Christ- 
endom have received their Bible from an alien stock, 

and are, therefore, peculiarly prone to bibliolatry 

and parasitic literalism...,As it did not spring out 

of their own life and grow with their growth, its very 
grandeur predisposes to a superstitious reverence of it". 
Such an attitude of approach to the Bible devitalizes it, 
conceals its true value from the seeker after truth, 
makes it an end in itself, a thing apart from rational 
history or experience. Says Dr. George A. Coe“, "The 
Sparkle of its high lights, and the gloom of its shadows 
were missed alike, because it was all there merely to be 
learned, all on a dead level. Similar waste of precious 
power for living will always occur when "curriculun' 
means facing the pupil toward the far-away, the inexper- 
lenced, instead of toward present demonstrations of the 
meaning and the power of love. The word that gives life 
is always that which is made flesh, and dwells among men. 
‘I in them, and thou in me, that they may be perfected 
into one; that the world may know that thou didst send 
me, and lovedst them, even as thou lovedst me!" I 
Scarcely need to point out that this new view of the 
Bible is not carrying us away from the Bible to our pres- 
ent-day materials but is rather carrying the Bible dow 
the centuries to our present day, into the midst of our 
present-day materials, enlightening them in their true 
value and enabling us to use them as never before. 


When this attitude toward the Bible text is attained 
the details of interpreting it and of working out a cur- 
riculum become of secondary importance. In dealing with 
children, one will not forget that the writings of the 
Bible are addressed entirely to adults, nor, on the other 
hand, will he be blinded to the great fact that within 
the New Testament may be found curriculum material with 
both literary form and content which is well adapted to 
the nature and needs of youth. One will readily see that 
the oriental and ancient setting of the stories is not 
easily understood nor appreciated by the young student, 
while if they are presented as portraying real living per- 
Sons meeting temptations and solving problems of Lita 
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"Adolescence" vol.ii, p.321. 


oan Social Theory of Religious Education" p. 105; 
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they will be of great interest and value to the youth. 


This fundamental change of attitude toward the Bible 


text has been achieved through three different agencies. 


Though they have been variously stated, they are (1) the ac- 


ceptance of the principle of unity of the universe and the 
reign of law therein; (2) the fuller general and historical 
knowledge which has been achieved through the ancient re-. 
cords; and (3) a more critical study of the Bible itself in 


the light of the above. 


HOW OTHERS HAVE ATTACKED THIS PROBLEM 

If our space did not forbid us, it would be an interest- 
ing as well as profitable study to trace the history of the 
methods of teaching the New Testament to youth which have 
evolved through the two thousand years of the life of Christ- 
ianity!. The church's tnterest in this fundamental problem 
has been rather spasmodic. Tt would have been more constant- 
ly and consistently interested if it had been able to find a 
means of achieving more successfully the solution of the knot- 
ty problem. But no movement has been so successful as the 
médern movement has been and promises yet to be, because they 


were not based on the solid rocks of scientific method and 


fact. 
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: Cope in his book "The Evolution of the Sunday School" traces 
this growth in an interesting and instructive manner. 
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Timothy was not the only boy in a Christian family who 
received spiritual nurture of a commendable quality. Xavier 
was not the only zealous teacher who gathered the children to- 
: gether for instruction in the Bible. It is interesting to 
note that Origen (185-254 A.D.), when but eighteen years old, 
went out from his theological classes in the seminary of Alex- 
andria (a laboratory method of theological study which is for- 
tunately once more coming into style) to organize in all the 
churches of that city an excellent religious educational pro- 
gram, which would put to shame for its thoroughness a large 
number of our modern systems of religious education. These 
schools were called catechetical schools and were divided 
into four grades or stages of instruction ranging from the 
beginners through the "hearers" and the "worshippers" to the 
graduate classes,called the "electi", who were then ready for 
baptism. The courses covered from two to four years;. the 
subjects taught included sacred history, Jewish customs, mem- 
orizing the Scriptures, the great Christian doctrines, and 
the teachings of Jesus. Indeed, if the church had continued 
to feel the tremendous importance of its task of training up 
Christians as it was seen then, there would undoubtedly have 
oan worked out long long ago a theory of religious education 
corresponding roughly to our modern theory- and the history 


of Christianity would have been a very different tale. 


But,as we look back upon the church's methods of relig- 
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ious education for youth, we see, speaking roughly, but four 
methods, all of which were based upon inadequate points of 
view for their ultimate success. These are, according to 
G.A.Coe!, as follows: 

(1) The part-and-whole arrangement of materials. 
Here the Biblical or catechetical material was cut up into 
mouthfuls which were fed as rapidly as possible to the stud- 
ent, with the aim that at last the whole Bible or catechism 
would be digested. 

(2) The historical arrangement of materials. By 
this method the student was introduced to earlier then later 
periods of history, ultimately arriving, "if indeed he ever 
does arrive", as Professor Coe aptly says, “at his own times". 

(3) The supposed psychological arrangement of mater- 
ials. This method, which was for some time thought to be 
the ultimate development of methodology, was based upon the 
recapitulation theory, and by it the materials were so select- 
ed and arranged as to feed the spontaneous interest of each 
developing stage of mental growth with the food it needed. 
Thus, at the savage stage, the stories of war were taught 
and the attitude toward God of fear was developed; later, 
higher planes were achieved, till at last the Sermon on the 


Mount was reached.(cf. p.23) 


(4) The ecclesiastical arrangement of material. Here 


"A Social Theory of Religious Education"p. 109. 
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is rising every kind of method and plan conceivable: heathen- 
ish, freakish, bat edieacaive as well as Christlike, scientific, 
and progressive. But, as the scientific spirit has led us 
into this ferment, so, with our wise cooperation, it will lead 


us on to the higher plane beyond. 


OUR BASIS FOR ATTACKING OUR PROBLEM 

Finding ourselves, then, in the midst of the dangerous 
fog of indecision and contradiction in both methods and ovour- 
poses, and yet in possession of a clearer light than some pos- 
sess to guide us in our searching, let us summarily redefine 
the fundamental basis of our study, leaving, however, to a 
eter and more appropriate place a full discussion of it. (See 
p- 16f .) In short, let us ask ourselves: What is our under- 
lying purpose in teaching the New Testament to early adoles- 


cent youth? 


May we say, as we approach our question, in the first 
place, that our aim in teaching religious truth at all is that 
our children and posterity may, as Christ said, “have life and 
have it more abundantly". This is a high vision and yet re- 
ligion should be defined in no less comprehensive terms. Says 
H.-F. Cope! , "Surely this is religion: faith in a future that 
has larger values and Significances than we have yet known, a 


universe in which there is room to grow and to come at last to. 
' "Religious Education In the Church" p.261. 
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the realization of all that we have dimly felt and highly 
hoped, and perhaps to find that only the threshold of a larg- 
er, richer world that will include ail our hopes and hungers 
for complete, spiritual, personal relationships". Natur- 
ally all the forces that can assist in this great task should 
be harnessed to our problen. And in the curriculum that we 
Shall arrange what could be more prominently valuable than 
the New Testament! Modern child-study has revealed in a new 
light the impressionability of early adolescence, when rightly 
understood. The problem of our curriculum is to bring our 
youth into proper contact with this supremely important among 
other important factors so that the highest development may 
take place. The correct solution of our problem can be at- 
tained only by understanding the child, that individual with 
whom we are to deal, and the New Testament in its possible 
relationship to this individual. In the words of George H. 
Betts!, "Because we want to cultivate in the child a deep 

and continuing interest in the Bible and the things for which 
it stands, we will seek always to bring to him -such materials 
as will appeal to his interest, stir his imagination, and 
quicken his sense of spiritual values. Since we Sas to 
influence the learner's deeds and shape his conduct through 
our teaching, we will present to him those lessons from the 


* Bible which are most naturally and inevitably translated into 


"How To Teach Religion" p.118. 
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daily living. First we will know what impression we seek to 
make or what avplication we hope to secure, then wisely choose 
_from the rich Bible sources the material which will most surely 
accomplish this end". Add to this process one other: examine 
the available teaching materials which have attempted a system- 
atic arrangement of New Testament materials for this purpose 


for the age which we are to study, and we have outlined for us 


our whole study. 


For the purpose of clear thought, may we put the division 
_of our study into our own words, as follows: 

First, The Soil in which our Seed is Planted.(A study 
of the child's characteristics and capabilities. ) 

Second, Selecting and Testing the Seed. (The selection 
and evaluation of the New Testament materials.) 

Third, Our Modern Planting Equipment. (A study of the 
effeciency of available texts of religious education curricula 


in their use of the New Testament. ) 
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LZ 
THE SOIL IN WHICH OUR SEED IS PLANTED 


Last year a newspaper report from Moscow told of a 
Russian peasant who, with other brave countrymen, gladly 
starved to death and willed to his survivors in that terri- 
ble famine several sacks of select seed-corn to be planted 
and harvested in the next year's crop. How foolish it would 
have been for his famishing survivors to have taken those 
precious seeds and carelessly sown them among the thorns or 
upon the hard ground, or even to have carefully bored holes 
in rocks and placed a perfect seed carefully in each prepar- 
ed hole and watered it every day. Likewise, the precious 
truths for which ee te have died as nobly again and 
again are a sacred trust, select seeds, which may be planted 
in the soil of youth and which if scientifically planted and 
cared for will in due season yield its fruit, as high as an 
hundred fold. This section of our study is to examine this 
soil, scientifically named early adolescent youth, to learn 
its characteristics, its capacities, its possibilities, pre- 


paratory to our planting there our seed of truth. 


KNOWLEDGE OF THE CHILD - 
A friend of mine, a minister of somewhat more experience 
than education, said to me upon learning the subject of this 
study, "You certainly chose about the most impossible study 


that you could find. I have never yet found a group of early 
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adolescents on whom I could generalize. They invariably 

do the unexpected". There are on record too many indisput- 
able cases of successful scientific handling of this age of 
youth to take sincerely this minister's despondent statement. 
It may even be that on second thought he would have modified 
his statement. However, his expressed attitude is based 
upon an underlying fact which is both so solid and so illu- 
sive that an incredible number of pedagogues down the ten 


have figuratively broken their heads on it without scarcely 


recognizing its presence. Or, if they did recognize its 


presence, it was so vague and uncertain that they were unable 
to solve its mysterious influence. The knowledge of this 
fact is fundamental for one who would successfully enter and 


influence systematically the life of youth. 


The fact is that Nature- or may we say God- has turned 
loose all of a sudden a new strange force into the life of the 
youth that has entered every phase of life, not only coloring 
it but practically revolutionizing it in every phase. His 
voice is unsteady as his attitude on any subject; his arms 
and legs are awkward and unmanagable; his desires contradict 
each other; at one moment he thinks and acts with the ser- 
iousness of an adult, the next he is a child in both his ideas 
and his actions. He is, in fact, in the pangs of re-birth- 


from childhood to adulthood. And though the pangs of birth 
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from the mother's womb were of shorter duration, they were 
not more acute. Moreover, what a blessing it would be if 
‘we could develop as exact a science in receiving adults from 


the womb of childhood as in receiving children into this world! 


But this new force has produced an individual with more 
or less certain characteristics, and we should scan briefly 
these characteristics in order that we may best determine 
‘how to deal with him. These we will have but room to state, 
but their mere statement will identify them and serve our 
purpose. They may be classified as physical, mental, emo- 
Ptional, social, and spiritual. In view of these character- 
“istics certain particular points of interest and caution will 


be indicated. 


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS: The development of 
puberty begins at this period. Rapid growth in height 
and weight takes place. At fifteen a boy has attained 
92 per cent of his adult height and 76 per cent of his 
adult wéight; a girl has attained 97 per cent of her 
adult weight and 90 per cent of her full growth. The 
periodical growth of first bones then muscles causes 
awkwardness, while the general rapidity of growth often 
causes nervous affections and irregular energy. Here- 
dity exerts a strong influence during this period. Sex 
life stamps form and feature and brings at once two of 
the most important urges of adult life: reproduction 
and maintenance. These two urges must be guided aright 
if the youth is enabled to pass through these stormy 
years without regret. It is a terrible fact that 75 
per cent of thdse who go into lives of vice do so before 
sixteen years of age. Proper religious education is 
the only thing which can develop the needed idealism to 
guide them through these new and strong temptations. 


MENTAL CHARACTERISTICS: Reasoning ability now 
increases rapidly. Verbal memory develops into logi- 
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break with unaccepted authority. Conscious restraint 
brings rebellion, though conscience is very exacting. 


RELIGIOUS CHARACTERISTICS: God is thought of most 
often as a world-ruler and law-giver. Shifting stand- 
ards may cause the first period of doubt. With growing 
reason religion becomes more personal. More growth in 
religious life will take place if experience is allowed 
to yield maxims than if a group of maxims sre handed 


over merely, by the adult teacher. The time is ripe 
or ripening for the beginning of formal church member- 
ship. Reasons for "joining church" are given as soc- 


ial and divine approval, fear, and personal good. 


INTERESTS; Games with gang or club center are now 
most popular. Pets and collections are disappearing, 
with interest often passing to the arts, poetry and music. 
Boys love leadership, while girls are developing the mat- 
ernal instinct by transferring their interest from their 
dolls to real babies. Biographies of great men and wo- 
men are of the highest interest and influence. Relig- 
ious interest is almost wholly dependent on environment. 


CAUTIONS: A lack of patience of the most long- 
suffering variety is a fundamental hindrance for one who 
would mould youth at this age. There is a danger of 
personal impurity through ignorance of the growing sex 
organs. Misdirection or lack of direction in reading 
and gang life should be carefully guarded against. Avoid 
over-urging in the religious life. There is a danger 
of hereditary weaknesses gaining control before the powers 
of the new-born selfhood become strong enough to with- 


Stand them. Unstable emotions are apt to break over 
restraints or go to extremes of stubbornness, anger and 
impatience. Mental and physical and spiritual life 


should be carefully directed so that the quantity, char- 
acter and quality of each may be adequate and balanced. 


It should, of course, be kept clearly in mind that these 


generalized characteristics are based upon group studies, and 


e 


that each individual is a very distinct problen. However, 


each problem may be solved more or less in the light of the 


group characteristics of which he is a member. Moreover, 
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a distinct variation from these characteristics is very apt 


to indicate an abnormality of development. 


PURPOSE OF EMPLOYING THE NEW TESTAMENT 
IN OUR CURRICULUM 

In order that we fully understand the child's spiritual 
needs in relation to the New Testament, it is well for us to 
consider just what we may or may not hope to accomplish by 
the use of this varticular material in our curriculun. te 
have already pointed out that although the New Testament de- 
serves to occupy a central place in any curriculum of relig- 
Pees ecucation. there are certain extremely important results 
which could never be achieved by teaching from the New Test- 
ament only, even if it is rightly understood and scientific- 
ally applied. Thus, the practical study of our mission 
fields must lie in lands never even known of in ancient Bible 
times; we must deal in philanthropic enterprises under con- 
ditions and by methods not even dreamed of by Biblical writers; 
modern social relations in the home, school, business life, at 
the voting booth and in a thousand other places must be stud- — 
ded directly, concretely. We must recognize the Bible not 
primarily as a text-book but as a field of study- nor yet 
as a law book, but e a concrete statement of the principles 
of Christianity. The New Testament may be thus harnessed 


to these practical problems of modern Christianity. But 
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this will never be accomplished by the old method of teach- 
ing it. Thus, while on the one hand, the theoretical pur- 
Ege of teaching the Bible or New Testament has been too 
large in attempting to solve directly all the problems of 
Christians, yet practically the purpose has been all too nar- 
row. The dominant emphasis in most curricula has been based 
on the assumption that the student was either "about to die 
or that he expected to live in a theological seminary", not 
on the solid fact that the youth was then living and should 
continue to live and face real moral problems, and so should 
be guided to seek God's will in these particular problems 
which he must solve. Cope says very pointedly, ! "The ma- 
jority of curricula apparently seek to give the student a 
fairly consecutive and articulated knowledge of the Bible. 

In some progressive schools the Bible is divided according 

to the abilities of the child to understand it as story, lit- 
erature, narrative, and history. These courses are deter- 
mined by a 'body-of-knowledge' concept: biblical history, 
literature, and theology; others add courses in later church 
history, and a few include instruction in the history of mod- 
ern missions, and, rarely, a course on present-day social 
problems." This description of the failing of our modern 
church schools to get at Ox ee of the social problem of 


today, written by a scientific observer in 1918, is all too 


"Religious Education In the Church" pp.164-165. 
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true today, and indicates the amount of work yet ahead of us. 


What then, we may ask, is the purpose of employing the 
New Testament in our curriculum? The comprehensive answer 
is that it is to be employed- as are all materials- only in 
such cases as it will help in the training for Christian liv- 
ing or the development of Christian character. Adults long 
ago learned to approach the Bible for specific help for spec- 
ific needs. When the shadow of death encompasses us we 
turn instinctively to the Twenty-third Psalm or to I Corin- 
thians 15; when the uncertainties of life's meaning and goal 
tempt us to compromise with evil, we take refuge in the clear 
pure air of the Sermon on the Mount; when our prayer life 
needs a higher atmosnhere we saturate ourselves in the spirit 
of the Lord's Prayer; when baffled in the intricate social 
problems to know where lies the fault in present evils, we 
ponder the simple words of Jesus. Youth has different prob- 
lems from ne adult, but he has problems, nevertheless. We 


Shall discover the true place of the New Testament, then, for 


the youth by relating it to his particular interests and needs. 
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These needs have been enumerated in a former section (See p.i5f.) 


of this study, and the practical application of this principle 


of selection will b@ worked out in the next section.(See p.30f.) 


PEDAGOGICAL METHODS 


There remains one more problem to face respecting our 
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forriculan before we begin our first-hand examination of the 
New Testament itself. This problem relates itself to our 
study of the New Testament only as a point in its effecient 
presentation - which after all is a deep-seated problem. The 
Bible School is just now waking up to the fact that it may be, 
and must be learned as any other art or science. Heretofore, 
a mere desire to teach a class plus a sort of native ability 
to get on with youth and a fair knowledge of the Bible seine 
stituted a first-class teacher's certificate. The aim of 

the school was to teach the Bible, not particularly religion, 
and the point of departure was understood to be essentially 
dogmatic. In 1904 Professor Coe said!, "To say that every 
principle of teaching is commonly violated is bad enough, but 
the whole truth is worse, and that is that, with the exception 
of a few schools, and of the primary department of many schools, 
there has been until recently scarcely any consciousness that 
teaching has any principles. Hence, the Sunday School has 
largely failed to teach the Bible even from the chosen point 
of view. The information that is imparted is scrappy and in- 
accurate, in many cases the merest hodge-podge of names, places, 
and stories, without connection, or perspective, or epee 
sense of spiritual values." This condition, though greatly 
remedied now, is yet all too prevalent, and constitutes a two- 


edged sword aimed at both the development of the individual 


"Education in Religion and Morals" p.386. 
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q Christian and at the progress of his religion. The former 
» is well pointed out by the statement of: Professor Coe above, 


' while the latter is a natural consequent of the former. For 


how can the church hopé to develop in this age of high spec- 


ialization without well trained leaders. And this training 


» of leaders cannot be affected over-night. H.F.Cope! recog- 


nized this problem when he said, "Generally speaking, at this 
time the church lacks consciousness of the necessity of pre- 
paring its future workers by a training which shall begin 


early in their lives. It has no comprehensive plans of train- 


ing which look specifically to the future of children and youth 


in the church. It must reconsider all its curricula in the 
light of the kind of life and sociéty it is seeking. It 
must test all courses of study by the actual experience of 
life in the Christian order and also by the coming experience 
of the students in work in churches. The church school must 
prepare for church service." Our present bungling, hit-and- 


miss methods in church offices can be remedied in only one 


way: "plan and provide training, based on the actual work of 


the modern church for all youth and young people". 


Recognizing then the great need of pedagogical methods 
both for the development of the individual Christian and for 


the progress of his religion, let us examine some of the basic 


"Religious Education in the Church" p.165. 
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principles of pedagogy which should be regarded in the sel- 
ection and presentation of our New Testament materials. These 
principles have been variously stated, but may conveniently 
be classed under three headings, all of which are merely at- 


titudes, and are based upon the preceeding study. 


First of all, good pedagogy will insist on CLEAR CON- 
CEPTIONS. The teacher must have clear conceptions of what 
the pupil really is and is we, gots of. This will involve a 
study of the characteristics named above. Then the teacher 
must know just what the pupil is not capable of. The teacher 
must have clearly in mind what he would achieve by bringing 
the pupil and the Bible together. He must remember always 
that the basic purpose is not to teach the Bible, nor even to 
feed the interests which happen to hold sway with wholesome 
food. This latter was long thought to be the ultimate achieve- 
ment in pedagogy, and it was built elaborately around the re- 
capitulation theory!. The basic purpose is to help the child 
in the development of character. Hence, we must not aim to 
cover certain amounts of Bible material, even if it is well 
selected so as to come well within the mental grasp of the 
child; we must have in mind his real religious needs, his 
religious growth, and his spiritual development, and provide 


for these. Moreover, the teacher must give to the pupil a 


For a full and helpful discussion of this theory and its re- 
lation to present-day pedagogy, see G.A.Coe, "A Social Theory 
of Religious Education” p.150f. 
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clear conception of what is needed and how we are working to- 


gether trying to achieve it. 


Secondly, good pedagogy will produce within the mind of 
; the pupil the: WILL TO ACHIEVE. It goes without saying that 

| this same will must be first in the mind of the teacher. But 
the first achievement of the curriculum will be in the mind 
of the pupil. This will come as a natural result of a clear 
‘ conception of the bigness and grandness of the task of achieve- 
ment of character. Youth wants a big job, and is far more 

; easily captured by the presentation of an impossible task than 
_ by an easy task. The natural tendency toward hero-worship 
in this age can be splendidly capitalized by presenting real 

: heroes who have become heroes by upholding the great pete = 


traits which are being taught. 


Thirdly, the above-named forces must be warmed and fired 
by an honest appeal to the EMOTIONS. This appeal is often 

. either neglected entirely or substituted for the above forces. 
} This must be used if a good pedagogically arranged appeal is 

{ presented; but it must, on the other hand, be in its place. 

= «G-. Stanley Hall held that the curriculum should center more 

in the emotions than in the understanding when dealing with 
adolegcence. This may be true but,to my mind, emotion should 
be rather the climax than the starting point in any curri- 


' culun. 
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With these principles as the basis for a curriculun, 

_ the details becondsot me nor importance. The whole discus- 
Sion of pedagogy has been alive with RissorCeas of the in- 
portance of the personality of the teacher. This point can- 
not be overstressed. Knowledge of pedagogy and psychology 

is of great importance in a teacher, but of far greater import- 
ance is radiant virtuous sympathetic life. Pupils may fail 

» to understand an argument or presentation of truth sometimes, 


Dut they never fail to see it when it is acted out before then 


in the life of their teacher. 


Wita this background, ket us proceed immediately to our 
opened New Testament to discover the materials there which will 
serve our purpose in this great business of character develop- 


ment in this crucial period of Early Adolescence. 
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i 
SELECTING AND TESTING THE SEED 


ee eee 


When a farmer goes to his granaries to take seed to 
plant, he does not fill his sacks promisciously - some wheat, 
some corn, some barley. He first déeides what he would grow -- 
wheat, corn, or barley - then selects only of this specie of 
seed the very highest quality obtainable, that his crop may 
be of equal quality. Likewise, when one sets about planting 
in the rich soil of youth that which will bear fruit in Christ- 
ian character, he will not select his seed from the bin of pol- 
itics nor of commerce but of religious truth, and he will test 
each seed that the quality of his harvest may not be lowered 
by his poor selection. In this spirit, then; let us approach 
the. New Testament, that richest of all sources of religious 
truth, and select therefrom the seeds of truth that will best 


flourish in our selected soil. 


We have arrived now at a vlace where we shall make a 
practical application of the principles worked out in the pre- 
ceeding study. Let us state here concretely in terms of our 
specific problem the principles which shall guide us in our 
work. In other words, let us state concretely the principles 


of selection which shall govern us as we view the New Testa- 


ment material in terms of early adolescent needs. 


First, there are three types of material which we do not 
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want to use in a well ordered curriculum. First, materials 
should be avoided which will never be of interest - except, 
perhaps, in a critical study of the New Testament suchas is 
given in a seminar of a theological seminary. This can be 

of no possible use at this age. This would include such 
things as the geneology of Jesus or Paul's conception of 
speaking in "tongues" as revealed in I Corinthians 14. Second- 
ly, materials should be avoided which will be sure to be of use 


later, but is not usable now because there is no possible con- 


tact to connect it with the youth's experience. Thus, what 


value could youth possibly derive from a systematic lesson on 


Church Unity based on I Corinthians 12, or on Immortality based 
on I Corinthians 15? Thirdly, materials must be omitted which 


are yet beyond the capacity of the youth's mind at this stage 


of his development. Thus, allegory, such as is contained in 


" the Apocalypse should be omitted; the youth cannot detect the 


delicate shadows of meaning in allegorical presentation. Mat- 


erials which have become recognized as mythical or doubtful 


» should be omitted till such a time as they can be presented in 


their true light. The theology of Paul and the rest should 
4 naturally be left out. Passages portraying a lower state of 


' morality than we are accustomed to today would be best present- 


' ed in an advanced study of the social conditions of early Christ- 


lanity. In short, in the words of Betts!, all matter should be 


' "How To Teach Religion" p.114. 
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omitted which "does not have some direct or discoverable re- 


' lation to the religious knowledge, attitudes, and applications 


i~ 


' which should result from the study." There will be plenty of 


' The answer is suggested in the following statement of Betts , 


rich material left, and by omitting the impossible materials 
we will be able to present the New Testament in a vital fash- 


ion which will make it of real abiding worth. 


In the light of this negative statement of principle, 

let us facé the positive question: what materials shall we use? 
1 

"The youth's growing consciousness of social problems, his 
interest in a vocation, his increasing feeling of personal 
responsibility as a member of the family, the community, the 
church and the brotherhood of men are suggestions of the nature 
of the topics that should now form the foundation of religious 
study and instruction". It is to be remembered that these 


interests are not equally developed in all groups at this age; 


hence each group should be made a special study, and the inter- 


So: a |. 


ests that are discovered should be made not only the point of 
contact in teaching the material in hand, but should be made 
the foundation stone of the curriculum, the point at which the 
materials which are brought are to fit into the needs of the 
puoil. By properly and carefully feeding the interests that 
are present°=at the beginning of the study, other interests 
will unfold to the youth which are deeper and more vital. tt 


is the duty of the curriculum to take care of these new and 
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unfolding interests as well as the native ones which are pres- 
ent at the beginning. The teaching in the chuwch school 
“should be coordinated as completely as possible with the work 
of the week-day school and with the other activities of the 
pupil. ant a study of the geography of Palestine night 
well be correlated with the program of geography or history 
Pstudy in the week-day schools; the adventures of Paul might 
“be presented in the light of the spirit of adventure now pres- 
ent in youth. The material thus selected may be divided 
into three groups: Biography, Geography or History, and Ethics, 
each of which division will be discussed as we proceed with 


the selection. 


The principles of organization, which have already been 
discussed, may be summarized as follows: Serappy and discon- 
“nected materials will be avoided. Pedagogical laws will be 
Hobserved. Thus, memory work, if used at all, will be care- 
“fully explained and avplied in such a way as to be done as 
“much as possible from spontaneous interest. The New Testa- 
“ment will uniformly occupy a central place in the curriculum 
because of its intrinsic and unsurpassable moral value. How- 
/ever, every other available material which may serve to help 
"in the development of a well-rounded Christian character will 
be pressed into service. The organization of material must 


‘always be, as far as possible, in terms of the needs of the 
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particular individuals who are in the study group. 


SELECTING AND TESTING THE SEED 
For the purpose of an organized presentation and dis- 
cussion of the material before us, it has been divided into 
the following divisions: (1) The Gospels, (2) Acts, (3) The 


Epistles, (4) Hebrews, and (5) Revelation. 


(1) THE GOSPELS are the very heart of the New Testa- 
ment, and naturally present to early adolescence, as to every 
age, by far the richest source of curriculum material. The 
biography of the Master, his simple a: and a study of a 
setting for these in the subject of geograohy or history will 
be of supreme value. Nothing in the New Testament or else- 
where will equal these sources for material. There are cau- 
tions to be observed, however, in its selection. Of those 
cautions given in the introduction to this division of the 
study, particular attention should be given to avoid mythical 
or doubtful passages. Leave them for later study. It must 
be recognized, too, that the principat source of materials 
is to be found in the Synoptic Gospels instead of the Gospel 
of John. This latter gospel presents a philosophic interpret- 
ation of the Christ, for which the young mind is not yet ready. 
The simple direct style of the Synoptics presents a direct 


appeal to the interest of youth. 


In the biography of Jesus, themain events of his life 
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should be outlined. These events should be chosen from the 
point of view of giving an attractive living story of his 
life, not of presenting a supernatural wonder-working Christ. 
The miraculous element shouid be minimized. Thus, the de- 
tails of the birth of Jesus where they differ from the details 
of the birth of other children tend to isolate him from their 
experience. Give the story in its beauty naturally. Again, 
though the resurrection stories are of great importance to 
the knowledge of Christian doctrine, the adolescent youth knows 
nothing of the subject of doctrine, and the resurrection story 
is no place to introduce it. Moreover, there are deep dif- 
| ficulties involved in all of these stories which require a de- 
tailed advanced study of them to be understood. It is impos- 
sible to make the story of the resurrection of Christ live in 
the experience of early adolescence. Substitute for these 
the simple life-like stories of Jesus' boyhood, his conversion, 
| his ba ckcisicler his vocation, his deeds of love, mercy, sympa- 
thy, and power. Tell of his love for those who wronged hin, 
of how he stood squarely for what was right even when threaten- 
ed with death, and of how he finally died nobly for his ideal. 
Make this life stand out as a challenge for them to show, as 
did Jesus, their "red blood" by as brave a fight for right as 


he made. 


The geographical study of the gospels has a particular 
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value as a background study in making Jesus and his contem- 
poraries more vivid and real. Galilee, Judea, Samaria, the 
Jordan, the Mount of Olives, Bethlehem, Nazareth, even Jeru- 
Salem, and a myriad of other names hold no meaning until the 
geographical study has revealed them to the pupil. A short 
geographical course may be given, but every device should be 
used to keep it from being dry and unreal. An imaginary 
journey may be taken to the holy land, appealing to the in- 
stinctive love of travel; but care should be taken that the 
imagination may carry the child, as it were, and not the mind 
only upon the journey. This may be done by constantly keep- 
ing up a point of contact with the pupil's experience, by 
utilizing such devices as constantly comparing the conditions, 
distances, and such things, in the holy land to the local sit- 
uations with which the pupil is familiar. It is obvious that 


a curriculum for this study cannot be. taken in full form out 
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of the Gospels, but the student should have his interest aroused 


in a place by the association of the text in the Bible as he 
goes along. Thus, Nazareth will be pictured as the home of 
Jesus in his boyhood, the Garden of Gethsemane with the great 
prayer of Jesus and his arrest by his enemies just before his 
death, the Sea of Galilee will be the setting for many of the 


great parables and teachings of the Master. 


Though at first thought one might think that the ethical 
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teachings of the New Testament are yet beyond the pupil at 

_ this age, if it is adapted to his needs it could never be more 
vital. At this period he is Sener to think in terms of 
ethics as such very distinctly; new impulses are awaking in 
him with the development of the sex instinct which need guid- 
ance; moreover, he is very conscientious just now and is in 
search of guidance. The simple though deep words of Jesus, 
and the matchless manner in which the ethical teachings are 
not eratiaesea fron real concrete events make the Gospels of 
an invaluable and incomparable adaptability as sources for 
ethical materials. Instances of such ethical teachings are: 
Matt. 5«7; Mark 3:19-30; Luke 8:19-21; Matt. 1331-53; Matt. i2: 
1-8; Mark 9:33-50; Luke 10:1-24; Luke 17:1-10; Mark 10:13-16; 
John 14:12-15; 15:13-25. Of course, these materials must be 
carefully linked up with real problems that are present now in 
life for the pupil if they are to have the desired influence. 
We have already pointed out the fallacy of trying to prepare 
the pupil to live when he is already in the very midst of life 


with all its problems. 


(2) THE ACTS presents, next to the Gospels, the richest 
source of materials for teaching character to early adoles- 
cents. The reason for this peculiar value is that we have 


here described the first group of Christians who with almost 


childlike enthusiasm and devotion are beginning to work out 
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the problems of Christian living. They are extremely human, 
and are ideally courageous in their attack upon evil in every 
form, and present a beautiful and exalted ideal of. Christian 
living. There is adventure galore, travels, ethics, all pre- 
sented in an especially attractive style for youth to study. 
The cautions here are the same as in the gospels: avoid the 
supernatural; make it live naturally, normally, vigorously, for 
the pupil. Thus, tell the story of Pentecost with all the 
power possible; but this power will not be highest when it 
paints in vivid colors the story of the flaming tongues and 
the supernatural understanding of Peter's words in all of 

the languages represented. That will vitiate the purpose of 
telling the story by detracting the attention from the main 
theme to an unimportant, confusing side-issue which is not 
only of no value to the pupil but is confusing and misleading 
unless presented in a way which he is not yet able to undegr- 
stand. This same principle may be applied to the conversion 
story of the Philippian jailor and to the freeing of Peter 


trom the jail, and to all such stories. 


While the early chapters of the book of the Acts is of 
great value, the most important and usable division of the 


e 


book is the part that deals with the life of Paul'. one of 


the most effective ways to teach this material to adolescents 
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is to combine a study of the geography of the early Christian 
lands and a biographical study of Paul through a study of his 
nissionary journeys. The geographical study may be made to 
tive = a study of current events in the Near East involving. 
the Turkish crisis. As Paul met a crisis in his day, the 
early adolescent of today, who will be the man of Attaken of 
tomorrow, may be called upon to face another crisis in this 
ae country. The spirit of adventure will respon@g inevit- 


ably to a sympathetic treatment of the zealous missionary of 
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the new religion, his shipwrecks, his far journeys into strange 


and hostile countries, his arrests, his stripes and stonings 


as well as his brilliant escapes, the difficulty in restrain- 


ing the natives occasionally from worshipping them, or again 


from murdering them outright, his discourses before kings, and 
numberless other points of greatest interest to youth - if 
he is pictured as a real man and not as an automatically guid- 


ed and protected wooden "saint". The: subject of Paul's con- 


. 


version should not be attempted unless the teacher has dug 


beneath the surface of the text and found there the spirit of 
the an, which he can reveal in terms of the experience of the 
pupil. Note the extremely natural and tragic effect upon his 
sensitive nature, as he records that part of his experiences! , 


which his conversion to Jewish legalism made. It is hard to 


believe that a legalism such as the one from which Paul as a 
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youth rebelled, and from which he found relief in Christianity, 
should be taught in twentieth century Christianity, but such 


a legalism is often inflicted upon- youth even today. 


The ethics of Paul are hardly as applicable to our use 
as those of Jesus because his teachimgs are not so simple and 
universal. There are some of his teachings though that stand 
out as especially adaptable for youth, but these will be point- 


ed out in connection with our study of his epistles. 


(3) THE EPISTLES, by which I mean to include the Pauline 
and the general epistles (except Hebrews), are rather barren 
sources from which to select curriculum material for youth. 
They were written from adults to adults concerning specific 
adult problems, and so it is only in an incidental manner that 
the materials bear upon the problems of youth at all. The 
Pauline epistles are scattered through with biographical mater- 
jal which will be of value in connection with the study of the 
missionary journeys outlined in our study of Acts. A few 
ethical gems appear here and there that would be good mater- 
ial for early adolescent curricula, such as the following pas- 
Sages: Romans 12:9-21; I Cor. 3:16-17;13; Galatians 6; Eph.6; 
Philip. 4:6-13; Col. Biola; Sfe0; S1'23-25; I Thea. S:2i<23; 
or tits erin; Other than these passages, they are barren 
deserts for our purpose and should be frankly recognized as 


such. The General epistles are even more barren than the 
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Pauline epistles because of their lack of contact with that 
great apostle, and because of the fact that they maintain 


a distinctly adult point of view throughout, which is entire- 


Pay 2oreien to youthful minds. Only occasionally is there a 


quotation that is fitting for our purpose, a strikingly axiom- 
atic saying, that may be linked to our other sayings, such as 
the following: James 1:17;1:26-27; 3:10-11; I Peter 4:8-10; 


I John 3:23; 4:20-21. 


(4) The Epistle to the HEBREWS is an oratorical homily 
written in a transcendant style to a race unknown to our mod- 
ern youth in a period not known by him and for a purpose en- 
tirely foreign to his experience. It is only natural that 
the epistle as a whole should not be of any particular service 
i£niour-curricusum: It is a beautiful piece of work, however, 
and some of it may be taken over because of their universal 


application. Such passages are: Hebrews 4:12-13; 11:1; 12:1-2. 


(5) The REVELATION is an apocalyptic piece of literature, 
and,as we have ‘already said, an allegory should not be taught 
to youth till such a time as they are able to understand it as 
such. There are beautiful passages in the Revelation, such 
as the description of John's vision of the New Heaven and the 
New EKarth, but they are described in terms that would confuse 
an adolescent, and so should be omitted till such a time as 


he shall be able to study it in its true setting. 
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=v 
OUR MODERN PLANTING EQUIPMENT 


In our great age of Invention, scarcely any field of 
enterprise has not been touched by this magic wand, often 
practically revolutionizing an industry. Thus, the progress- 
ive farmer cannot be content with knowing well his soil and 
Scientifically selecting his seed; but he must keep constantly 
in touch with the new machinery being constantly thrown on the 
market. On opportunity he goes to a display of the latest 
equipment where, if he be wise, he will not a LUeGieS his atten- 
tion in a maze of confusing and unprofitable discoveries, but 
will concentrate on such few machines as it may be of some 
profit for him to know. The field of religious pedagogy has 
not been neglected in the realm of invention. So may we, in 
the spirit of the wise farmer, enter here a display of such 
inventions of religious pedagogy, wisely confining our atten- 
tion to such as are of use to us in our study: such as deal 


with the teaching of the New Testament to Early Adolescence. 


po 


But may we pause at the entrance just long enough to 
acquaint ourselves in a few sentences with what we may expect 
to see. Robert Raikes, the founder of the Sunday School, 
would be astounded if he might see the development of his lit- 
tle group of schools since their beginning in England in 1780. 


Then the schools were for poor children who had no other edu- 
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cational opportunities, and their curriculum included reading, 
writing, and the catechisn. About 1800, when the Sunday School 


crossed the Atlantic, America had already established her pub- 


‘lic school system, so a catechism only was taught. This was 


found not to function in a sort of sémi-magical way - by mere 
contact and absorption - as was at first vaguely hoped. The 
task of character-building was found to be more complex. So 
our "Bible School" has gone through many stages of growth, un- 
til today we are just arriving at the station of the "Church 
School". In other words, we are just beginning to realize 
that the Bible is not the center of the school for training © 
Bur children in religion, but it is the church - or rather the 
éhureh's true function: that of training for Christian living. 
This is focusing our eyes, through the church, on the child, 


and we are training and harnessing the Bible to this purpose. 


I have, just said that we are just beginning to realize 
that the Bible is not the center of the school for training 
Our ehildren in religion. The fact is that the church 4s a 
whole is hardly awake to this fact as yet. The great body 
of the church is still engaged in introducing graded lessons 
to take the place of the uniform lessons. So we must not ex- 
pect to find the very latest in our equipment, remembering that 


it is made to serve the demands as well as the needs of the 


schools which use them. It is only natural that the theory 
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must precede its practical application. Let us not be dis- 
couraged, then, if we fail to find our highest aims being real- 
ized in our present texts, but rejoice in signs of progress 


that is being made ahead of the main body of the school. 


LITERATURE PRESENTED AND EVALUATED 
As we approach the literature itself, we find it falls 
into two separate classes. (This leaves out of consideration 
the old uniform lessons which are now rapidly being cast into 


the discard. ) They are (1) the Graded Lessons and (2) the 
Text-books. 


THE GRADED LESSONS all cluster around one series which 
is by far the most outstanding of them all: The International 
Series of Graded Lessons. There are a few series published 
by independent companies, but all of comparatively low stand- 
ard; there is also a series of Departmental Graded Lessons 
which is qerked out on the principle of each department in 
the school studying the same lesson. This latter series a- 
dapts itself to a very small school where there are only enough 
in a department to make one class, but otherwise, they are ob- 
viously not of the highest effeciency. We shall consider here 


only the International Series. 


This series is edited by a representative Lessons Com- 
mittee and is published under denominational names. The topics 


treated during the ages 12, 13, and 14 years respectively are 


suis Fae rata <H0 She ad = that ee 3h . 


= ; A. 
eens 40 anata ni GakOL or” tet eae it Jooneta ua "at t 


> 


ee i gAOOHOS ods. le Hox = edt cy baads nga: anted al 9 


4) oe oo 
— ae 


ok Oi. CRRA Gs Ueraemss eavtanaets 25 SS 


3 ie Sait. ow + Eleeds St) Hea ort bed dssotaas ‘on BA 


= aa 


arie9 16° $10 Bavagl sty ~ageseto odaragen owe 28 


om 
tak tno: Suited, ¥ ibe ar Wow on oofae encasef mot tniy “bo oil fl 
rt 


7 
+} 
> 


ME) bre BORE 9.1 “Babaty apt (?t) axa yertt % spsctels 


eeawiren one Dniveis iotsyio. £f5 SNCROLT GACARO GBT as 


: iy 


- fa 
—N — : : 
7 a 4 


‘t. gf 3 fiz. matid to mLingsed uo | Tom sda net Yes 


do geives ¥ol n ote exe? -anceadd Sebard to axial 
sed re wes ‘glevissrseno. to Ife toc ,sotanquce. tnebuoge bats ys ud 


— ‘Rete Ladcontisced te selves # offs a2 orenid i 


if thoatraqet Ase .o Sig toning SAe ne tO bextxay at Sots 
sates weeoar | aiuT fataeyl ® emge odd aakeare tooilas as 


7 foes aS 


5 
a 
2 


a ag Lae die eaealo sno eis od sata ais 
: od Beblance ited ow i tons tostte daedais odd to son ut 


o_o eee a a2 sBaLTOS Fenoksamnatal of 


—e ee ea ——— ee? eS 


41 


"Leaders of Israel", "Christian Leaders", and "The Life of 
Christ". While this is a great leading publication, it is 
also naturally conservative, for the very reason that it is 
representative of the mass. Its virtues and faults are just 
what would be expected under the circumstances of its publi- 
cation. While on the one hand it is a great unifying force 
among the denominations and helps them to move enmasse as well 
as yielding a comparatively high quality of teaching material 
at a low price and in a simple form, on the other hand its 
faults are just as real as its virtues. It remains too much 
in the atmosphere of the Bible times - which is out of the 
atmosphere of the pupil. This is true in both the selection 
and treatment of material. Both are tested from the point of 
view of the material to be taught rather than from the point 
of view of the needs and abilities of the child. The latter 
is considered, but is made rather incidental than foundational. 
In each year's curriculum stress has been laid ieee well sel- 
ected Christian biography. No New Testament material has 
been used in the first years study, but in the second year's 
study, for thirteen year old groups, under the subject of 


"Christian Leaders" an early chapter here has been devoted to 


the study of Paul's life. Though necessarily very brief and 
inadequate, it is well worked out. In the third year's study, 


for the fourteen year old group, the subjedt of "The Life of 
Christ" is treated in an interesting progressive way in the 
main. However, there is that ever-present all-pervading at- 


mosphere about it all that there is a body of knowledge to be 
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learned, instead of the atmosphere that here is,a young life 
to be studied and helped. The International Sunday School 
Association in its Kansas City Gonference last summer took 

- a fine progressivé attitude toward the development of the 
curriculum of the International Series of Graded Lessons, and 
we are hoping for a great forward movement in the next few 
years in this series of lessons. - Finally, there is another — 
disadvantage in this series of lessons in their form ét pub- 
lication. Its quarterlies and pamphlets are not worthy of 
the high quality of the subjects with which they deal. More- 
over, in our public school system the pupils have become accus- 
tomed to the very best class of bound books to study from. It 
is hardly fair to ask them to respect the cheap paper covered- 
if indeed they are covered at all - lesson materials of our 
ehurch schools. It was partly in an attempt to overcome this 


bad form that the text-book form of material came into being. 


THE TEXT-BOOKS are becoming rapidly more and more pop- 
ular among: church schools. There are more caauma than one 
for this. Not only is the form of the text-book more attract- 
ive in appearance but they yield themselves more readily to a 
specialization of a certain field. They are usually on one 
subject outlined for one year's study. In this time of fer- 
ment and change, too, this method of publication is adaptable 


for combating the natural conservatism of such comprehensive 
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bodies as the International Series of Graded lessons. There 
are a very large number of these text-books on the market now 
and more are coming all of the time. However, aside from a 
few such independent publications as Macmillan's ‘gore eees 
Barly Israel" by Wood,and Doran's series of"Graded Bible Stor- 
ies", a few of the large presses have become recognized as 
producers of standard material in this field. These presses 
are Scribners, University of Chicago Press, Beacon DEege: The 
Protestant Episcopal course, printed privately, and the Abing- 
don Press. There is worth in other publications, occasionally, 
but we shall confine our discussions to these more or less stand- 
ard presses. Let us proceed now to a discussion of the pub- 
lications of these presses which are written for curriculum 


Material for the ages we are studying. 


(i) The Scribner Press is issuing a series known as the 
Completely Graded Lessons. This series is nearest to the Inter- 
National Series of Graded Lessons of any publication which has 
the advantage of being in the form of text-books. Indeed, 
though this series is a distinct contribution, the editors of 
the material have held themselves very close to the point of 
view of the International series, using Biblical material ex- 
Clusively for the” basis of the curriculum in most of the courses. 
Moreover, either on account of a lack of knowledge of the child 
nature or because they did not succeed as well as they might in 


interpreting this knowledge into the preparation of the curri- 
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culun, the adaptation of the material to the abilities and 
interests of the child has not been all that might be hoped. 
The texts which come within the range of the ages of early 
adolescence are fortunately more adaptable to the ages for 
which they were prepared than some of the curricula, and is 
also selected from a wider range of materials than the aver- 
age in the series. These texts are: 

1- Gates, "Heroes of the Faith"( 1909) 

Q- ----- , "Christian Life and Conduct"(1910) 

3- Hodge, "Historical Geography of the Bible Lands" 

(1915) 

The first of this series, Gates, "Heroes of the Faith", 
is a study in biography of Christian heroes, founded on the 
hero-worship characteristic of this age. There are but two 
studies based on New Testament material in the text. They 
are: "Paul the Persecutor who became an Anostle" and "Paul 
the Founder of Christian Missions". The materials used here 
from the New Testament are very similar to those suggested in 
our discussion of Acts. (cf.p.34f. ) The treatment of the 
material is very interesting and, though necessarily sketchy 
and unfortunately a little advanced for this age, it is, on 


the whole, very good. 


In the text, "Christian Life and Conduct", Part III deals 
with New Testament material. This text consists in a course 
in ethics, a course which is very timely when scientifically 


handled, but a most delicate subject to present in a vital way 
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to youth at this age. Part III is entitled "Living accord- 
ing to the Standards of Jesus", and has such lesson titles 
as "The Christian and his Family", "The Christian and his 
Friends", "The Christian and his Enemies", "The Christian 
and his Thoughts", "The Life of Faith", "The Christian and 
his Heavenly Father". While on the one hand there has been 
no attempt at a critical selection of material according to 
the value of the sources, the selection was well suited to 
the theme and the treatment is one of the best-in print for 


this age. 


Richard Morse Hodge's "Historical Geography of Bible 


Lands" is an outline of an imaginary trip to the Bible Lands. 


Materials, including an excellent set of maps, have been as- 
sembled for a comprehensive and interesting study, but the 
book makes a better source-book than text-book for a course. 


The attempt at an attractive presentation of the materials 
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here assembled has been left to the teacher to work out. The 


only use of the New Testament has been where references to 


passages are given to names of places visited. 


(2) The University of Chicago Press is issuing a series 


known as the Constructive Series, which for high scholarship 


e 


and comprehensiveness is probably the best series in the field. 


While some have complained that even these editors have held 


to the conservative or traditional point of view, personally 
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I feel they have been about as progressive as is wise,for a 
company in their position in this period of transition to a 
new theology. We must remember that the change cannot be 
made in a day and @ course arranged to reach not the leaders 
put the people themselves must go slowly and be sure that the 
people are following. My criticism of some of the texts in 
this series is that the grading of the material or the child's 
point of view has been too advanced.. That is especially true 
of the books that are listed as 1, 2, and 5 in the list below 
of the text-books for early adolescence: 

1- Burton, "Studies in the Gospel according to Mark" 

2- Willett, Asie in the First Book of Samuel" 

3- Burgess, bee re of Christ"(1910) 

-4- Johnson, "Problems of Boyhood"{ 1915) 

5- Emily C.Peabody, "Lives Worth Living"(1915) 

6- Chamberlain, "The Hebrew Prophets or Patriots 

and Leaders of Israel"( 1907) 

Of the above list, numbers 4 and 5 deal respectively with 
boys only and girls only. I have not been able to get in touch 
with numbers 3 and 5 to examine the material. Of the other 
texts, numbers 1 and 4 use New Testament material. Burton's 
"Studies in the Gospel according,to Mark",has been for many 
years a standard text. However, it is being rather ruled out 
because of its lack of psychological approach to the child-mind 
as judged by recent tests. It is excellent for an exegetical 


study of an ideal portion of the New Testament, but youth at 


this age is not interested in systematic exegesis. The sub- 


ek oA on fh on 


2 
, 


8 <ot .95it el os sy lenergoxg ae tucoda caod eval yess fee?) 
A Ge nOi¢ianart ie Sotreg Biid, rb nets tao thodd nt 


. 


ed tonres eanacio saz tadd sodgienst s2ime Oh -YeoLoadd | 
exshoes ond tot dsee% CF Peynwtice eaxuco 8 has “sh s ahs 
aHds Stadt sta sc Hae Yivoia on Jaum saviseness S3aNeg ede 
at adxet att To-onox, to maloiotio xi -snbwol tot etn olge 
a! bLine aid woth Estcetan add 16 anthary cid dais-at seties 4 
eur xiintoogas at sine  Seouevie oot neat and woty to. é2 Re : 
woled dott a at 2 Sar 5 | ef Deteli ets dadt axood, env” + a; 


” 


7 a 


‘saredseloha yltas 10% axood- ~tzed pid: 
Phat od padtacbos feqac® ert as cotisge": AOPaaB 4 +t 
| hOET - 
A oeaaia to Hoek gaxtt ast nt Bh Se Lire -§ ; 
ae (eces ni) “Sie 
As (Oret} "tates G 36 6thI exit” onontee = 4 
; = deter oserican To emefdoxS” .copmdol =i  «* . alee 
i @ter Vgotvis dftio¥ sevid" ,ybodasi.0 yltam = = 
— cagagnaal agecqosd wercal aah”  iteitedmsdd <3 7 

2 atl te atebaed bre.” oe 


| atte. cmihaceioae tkeb & bas 4 eiedaus Gast eveda edd 10 ‘ | 
owed nk tog of efde mead doa evad I “yEae: ainty baa yind ¢ 
teddo. eds 2. Earies ss ont eninexe of & bas © eredeun ¢ 

= a ‘postus  Lasiosan dasegtest wor Sau > Soa ft exocnutt ae : 
ee po 10% need ead, "iaau ot .gatbrooos fequod ents at aos = 

: es: beiue ‘gosto gated at&t cievenon .dxet beabusta & f . 
" biilia-S3tdo ons of doronae Esotgerodoyad +0 Boel edt i Pees 
“hana Fegoxe ne 0% ineiféoxo Bi 31 aoe bor es Sead 


ts asvoy ud sieuedast welt out to notércg te 
oe Pow of. 


sdoe en? a LaOxe ottanesaye at — 


bee ie 


i 


- 


jects treated are not linked closely enough with the exper- 
Bente of the pupil. - The writer has led a class of boys in 
early adolescence through a course in Johnson's"Problems of 
Boyhood" with a very satisfactory effect. However, some 

of the chapters were éliminated because the boys were not 
yet old enough to fully appreciate them. The references to 
ane New Testament are rather incidental than fundamental, the 
Bible becoming a reference book for use in the study. There 
are whole chapters in which there are no direct scriptural 
references at all. However, the spirit of the New Testa- 
ment teachings has been breathed into every page by one who 


understood well the boy heart. 


(3) The Beacon Press Series is issued by the Unitarian 
Association and has had the criticism leveled at it that has 
ever been leveled at the Unitarian Church - that of the "cold 
blue flame" of unsviritualized ethics. It is but to be ex- 
pected that the Unitarians would teach the religion which they 
hold right, and if one grants the premise he will readily ad- 
mit the validity of the criticism of the series. The books 
of the series in the field of early adolescence are: 

1- Whitman, "An Heroic Nation"(listed for publica- 


Gion in 1923) 
2- Bucks "The Story.of Jesus"( 1917) 
191 


3- Bowen, "The Gospel of Jesus"(1916) 


Florence Buck's "The Story of Jesus" has been prepared 


in connection with Clayton R. Bowen's "The Gospel of Jesus", 
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the latter being a harmony of the Gospels in me abridged 
form, and in malate “the arrangement is based on critical 
scholarship and the legendary material is put into an Appen- 
aix". Some of the New Testament passages are left out of 
the book entirely. The notes are of particular critical 
value for the teacher - much more, I should say, than to 

the pupil for whom’ it was prepared as a text-book. Florence 


Buck's book was prepared for the teacher's manual. 
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(4) The Christian Nurture Courses are published independ- 


ently, through the Ilorehouse Publishing Co. of Milkaukee, by 
the General: Board of Religious Education of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, New York. This series of lessons is nota- 
ble for the fact that it stresses more than any other series 
the denominational authority. Though the series has been a 
wonderful success in its ability to organize and its grasp of 
the psychological basis of child nature, the organization of 
the material on the denominational or ecclesiastical basis 
limits its use to the one denomination which issues it,and 
limits its usefulness to this one denomination by the narrow- 
ness of Lhe conception of its ultimate aim. Whereas most 
denominations have erred in making the Bible the basis of 
their curricula, “this one has merely substituted the eccles- 
jastical organization for the Bible. This attitude is most 


extravagantly manifested in the Roman Catholie church. The 
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courses arranged for early adolescence in this series are: 

1- The Life Of Our Lord 

2- The Long Life Of The Church 

3- Winning The World 

4- The Bible In Outline 
Where the New Testament is used in the above courses - and it 
is very prominent in each of them - the pedagogical present- 
ation is among the very best, showing well the stamp of the 
scientific experimentation that has been carried on with them 
for over seven years. One cannot but wish that the understand- 


ing of the New Testament's peculiarities were as evident as the 


knowledge of child-nature. 


(5) There is but one more series to consider: the Abing- 
don Press Series. This series, however, has adopted for its 
field of service a different one than any of the other presses. 
fo 26, 2andeed, the only eries which is edited especially for 
the Week-day Church Schools. Its courses are arranged for a 
week-day school schedule and so are not especially adaptable 
to church school work except in this capacity. It is, however, 
making a distinct contribution to the field of religious educa- 
tional curricula. Its texts for early adolescence are: 

1- Crosby, "The Geography of Bible Lands"(1921) 

2- Hunting, "Hebrew Life and Times"(1921) 

3- Grant, "The Life and Times of Jesus"(1921) 
The general attitude of these texts is practically an Same qual - 
ity. The point of view is orthodox in a mild form; the adapt- 
ation of the material is rather advanced. Their attitude is 


essentially progressive; their publications promise to be the same. 
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CONCLUSION 


George A. Coe has finely said, "Every child is a rein- 
carnation of the ultimate aim of creation". This has ever 
been true, and yet how little we have recognized the fullness 
of its meaning. How vaguely we conceive even what the ulti- 
mate aim of creation is. Indeed, at present it is impossible 
to conceive this ultimate goal: it is too far distant. As 
g0al after goal is reached in our climb toward God, higher 
goals shall come into view. The heights revealed when we 
mounted above slavery were unheard of before that event. Who 
can tell what an International Court of Justice will bring with 
it? - or a United Christian Church of the World? It is ee 
far distant for our weak vision to see the glories of the Den- 
ocracy of God that lay within the reach of our civilization if 


we can but keep up our steady progress toward these goals. 


But,from our point of view in this study, an interesting 
question presents itself: what will be the place of the New 
Testament in an evolving progressing curriculum of religious 
education? Will it be gradually supplanted by higher teach- 
ings as we move toward our goal of perfection? In answering, 
may we remember that the sublimity of the teachings of Jesus 
are just beginning to dawn on the world. Jesus has ever been 


an advancing goal - leading us on, simply, from goal to goal. 


* 


“Gi9% s al S£tio yrevk" ote vient}. sad ood A S2t0e0- 
“weve sal eid? ."nottasto to ote otentiid ete te Robeeaaae 
UBreniiit oft tertngcoes wved aw (sit wo sey bap owed h od 

; =isiu ont aor nave eviesnoy aw tlelzay wor ~ -Sattasen atl se 
8 stdtaccqnt ot gt tfosety ia .Seebni | .t softseto* I6 ois # = 
| ia Soatatd tat eos at $f fap stamteTa eine evieonos Og: 
“aerigts. dod Deswod detio w0 mi. hodoaet of fate nods fatige 


a 
i 


7 ow moxiv belasves stdpien eiT -.wetv otnz exod ffade ef; 
son .dneve dadd Stoled to bisesau one (rovele eveds: bed cues 
am pase ELty ‘sontaut to ‘dxu0d Lenolteurstat ns taw has as: 
a ot Bt ek thixoW eng to sows? metzetadd bet tot a 30. ~< $8 
Pag. one to asisoly ade 963 ed oLaty usew tO. tot tance 3 


a mottestityts THe a9 , cnet ent aigdciw yal Jad? bob t¢ OB 5s 


- os # 


sefso3: anos’ Bipwod BESIRCIG 5 cess “tuo an qeax sud Bo 4 


Toe 
a =e 
ce 


E: Bsn Feta wets: ends et wary to dated xe meet sae 
#84 silt 16 Sésiqe ent od ILlw tailw stifled? eirexeid f 
one Jadoigtios 0. meisoras gnigsorgor gntviows fe nts te nat Se 
dose? angi yd Solna toows YLiouhery od $b 101M taottaoube 

ere ‘tietgeetieg to Leos ‘10 buswed: eves! ox : 
= _guect Yo agaidodsd mit te yhtnt ici oad Sass necawaer 
“Heed, reve sad ouee’s : POS eee : 

-«faeg-oF fos wort igete ee at pntbead 


51 


So today there are still things which he has to say but which 
we are not able to bear. Surely, the personality and ethics 
of Jesus have a permanently high value; the spirit and teach- 
ing of the Master will always remain an advancing ultimate 
goal. So the ages will evaluate and re-evaluate the mater- 
ials of the New Testament, but it will remain enthroned supreme 
in all worthy curricula, as Christians shall approach nearer 
and nearer the "perfect goal which is in Christ Jesus", till 


the Democracy of God shall reign in full force among men. 


= 9 — - Gre  ——o wee 
te 
oJ ‘ss = 
- 2 “= a 
a tie 


an 


= Paice: £i yn Gt sad od Holm agokit £2286 ous etade alot 
‘ Bolte fire ROL Eahagtse Sets wR herua- yvtasd of alee ton oxa ¢ 


te 


- 
a a= oe he 


Peper be seh = “youLav Higtd. yLdsenewreg & ovad ‘ouast & 
| oftevis ns. ciavies ayawle Eitw refast end to 
io ad au ianeo% Bo ‘sdaukeve Lftw aopd “edd 08 me el 


<r 
G. 


peor Siie “abana Eitw 2£ sud Jaouedeo welt oid to 8 
Hf tonotES 8 ‘Teds annite ted an Acorn WaOaoe tt 
aoe mean st dotde Faop $99 tole “wad ae ote ent be 


“as 


Alexander,J.L. , 


'"! '! 
s > 


Betts, G.H., 


" y 
3 


Brown, M.C., 


Coe, G.A., 


" {1 
’ 


Cope, H.F. 5 


" " 
3 


DuBois, Pe, 
Gregory, Alford, 
Hall, G-S., 

" x 
Hodges, G., 
Horne, H.—., 

" 7 
Hutchins, W.N., 
Wludge, E., 
Starbuck, F.D., 
Slaten, A.W., 
Tracys fl <, 
Weigle, L.A., 


Y.M.C.A. 


Barclay &« Others, 


e 


_ Weigle, Winchester, 


et. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


"The Boy and the Sunday School" ( 3 ) 
"The Sunday School and the Teens"(1914) 
"Life in the Making"(1917) i 
"How To Teach Religion"(1919) 

"The New Program of Religious Education"(1921) 
"Sunday School Movements in America" (1901) 
"A Social Theory of Religious Education"( 1917) 
"Education in Religion and Morais"( 1904) 
"Religious Education in the Church"(1918) 
"The Evolution of the Sunday School" (1911) 
"The Point of Contact in Teaching"(1910) 


"Robert Raikes" (1880) 


"Youth, Its Education, Regimen and Hygiene"{( 1912) 


"Adolescence" (Vol. I) (1904) 

"The Training of Children in Religion"(1911) 
"The Master Teacher" (1920) oak 
"Leadership of Bible Study Groups"( 1914) 
"Graded Social Service in the 3.5."(1914) 
"The Psychology of Early Adolescence" (1922) 
"The Psychology of Religion"™(1901) 

"What Jesus Taught"(1922) 

"The Psychology of Adolescence" (1920) 

"The Pupil and the Teacher" (1911) 

Athearn, "The Pilerim Training Course"(1917) 


"Manual for Leaders - Pioneers"(1920 Revised) 


)* Locus vabanstt ead ns ‘yor ott” 


et )'eceot oad baa Locdor ‘yohase ote” 
| = (Tet pabaese edd he otis” 
(eter nerstton doaeT oT wos" 


B (Hoe J"aotcona ab agnomovoll foodee yabaua" 
TS ae auotat fox 16. ytosndt fets08 A" 
a (006) }abexon ban felzifes Ai notdtaowbE” 
| A8fet oom ad2 int soidnouds svoint ton" 
MBF" tocdec eabrssee eit Io noltulove eit" 


at he 


=. 
_ 


é (OBB! | "setial sredon” 
a bas Hemtyost motdaause edt avo” 
ee oe (oer) (3... tov) 


tres {Mootstton Gi cerbhity io antntesT sit”. 


"“screcasicoba”™ 


ae Hoek odd a soferoa faiots ‘frotisn" 
= (eset Peo nas Toba eit to yee foxes? ea 
—— (V8) ang OE to- yuetoroget edt" 


cEfer Mowsod ghintant mae ‘ 
{seaives oset) 


i: Saphveoant suotst ied te Deter wat edt” 


et patsonet id: gaatnod. ta doiot sit". . 


— ebetatsses sotaall one" | 


es ~ (g8er) "hana ound’ face? 
| ~ {ose} "eon2080f0BA to Mportedoyas. oct ee 
F as ape 4 ret) "octane sat Bae as ite” a Es 


w a 
ee 2 
.20ds0 vek 
ee ke oy 
ae 
Cais ge 


ae ser ot i 
ehh +3 tei ie 


ae 

z - 
2D , Repke 

A i 

; aa 

he ; wag 


om gd 


rhe 


End of 
The use of the New Testament in the curriculum of 
religious education for early adolescence 


This title was preceded by 
The building of a curriculum for the religious education 
of adolescents of senior high school age 
Apocalypticism in Buddhism 


And is continued by 


The growth of individualism among the Hebrews 
The search for truth in India 


Search by above titles on archive.org to 
continue reading this collection of Pacific 
School of Religion Theses from 1923 
call number Thesis Cage 1923 


